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Feline Patients
We, at the Gardner Animal Care Center, have your pet’s best interest at heart.  We practice preventative medicine and would like you to review our recommendations that may be discussed with you now or in upcoming appointments.

Distemper (FVRCP)
This vaccine is given to kittens at 8, 12, and 16 weeks.  It is then given every 3 years to adult cats.  Contrary to belief, this has nothing to do with the cat’s temperament but protects against 3 upper respiratory diseases.

Rabies (required by law in the state of Massachusetts)  
This vaccine is given after 12 weeks of age, but before 6 months.  Your pet will get a 1-year vaccine the first year. The next Rabies vaccine will be valid for 3 years.  This is Massachusetts state law.

You will receive a certificate from us.  You do not need to license your cat.

FeLV/FIV Combo test 
Leukemia/Aids test: We recommend this test to all new kittens after 9 weeks of age.  We like to rule out these contagious diseases to protect other cats both in and outside of your home.  It also helps us to know if your pet has a decreased immune system, when faced with medical decisons.  Your cat can get these diseases from their parents or other cats through fighting, grooming, mating, or exchanging bodily fluid.

FeLV (Leukemia) Vaccine 
This should be given to all outdoor cats.  It is a 2-part initial vaccination (given 1 month apart) and then yearly.  It protects your pet from other cats that may transmit the disease (see above).

Heartworm Preventative 
We recommend heartworm prevention from June through November.  Cats are able to get heartworm disease and it can be fatal.  Prevention is the best medicine, as there is no treatment for cats.  We have one product currently available. Bravecto Plus is a topical product that also controls fleas, ticks, roundworms, hookworms and heartworm. A test is not required prior to medicine.

Fecal / Stool Sample 
This should be done yearly. Please bring a small sample with you to your pet’s annual visit.  Fecal testing is 80% correct.  However, because of parasite cycles and the quality of the stool sample, we may get false results and recommend thorough deworming for your safety.  Zoonotic diseases are transferable to you and your children.  The CDC has updated listing of blindness and other health problems due to worm transmission.  

Deworming 
Outdoor cats should be on some type of monthly dewormer.  Cats that hunt or have fleas have a high incidence of tapeworms.  We have a dewormer that get rid of tapeworms: Centragard, a topical liquid. This will also deworm for roundworm and hookworm.  We like to use these on outdoor cats once yearly and follow up with heartworm/intestinal parasite prevention for 6 more months (Bravecto Plus).  

Indoor cats should be dewormed with a broad-spectrum dewormer yearly (Centragard).  It has been found cats maintain parasites in other muscle/tissues for life and reproduce in the intestines during stressful times.

Spay/Neuter 
We recommend this procedure be done no matter what the age of your pet but can be done as early as 4-6 months of age.  It lowers the risk of certain diseases that hormones and heat cycles can cause.  Remember, there are enough homeless pets that need homes prior to bringing more lives into the world.

Flea / Tick Prevention  
There are a lot of unsafe pesticides on the market.  Therefore, we recommend Frontline Gold or Bravecto Plus.  All are topical liquids applied to your pet’s skin that work for 1 month.  Frontline plus kills fleas and ticks. Bravecto Plus kills fleas, ticks, hookworm, roundworm and heartworm.  Both will still get onto your pet but will die in 12-24 hours.  These are safe even if your cats groom each other.

Wellness Diagnostic Testing  
As your pet grows, their body changes rapidly- much faster than ours.  As part of our preventative medicine, we would like to check your pet’s body functions by performing blood work and a urinalysis.  Screening for early detection will help your pet live a longer, healthy life.

We offer basic, intermediate, and advanced options. 

If you have any questions regarding our recommendations, please call our veterinary nurses at (978) 632-7110.  We would like you to understand your options and be involved in all of your pet’s health care decisions.   Thank you for your time and for visiting us at Gardner Animal Care Center.
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